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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5057 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, PFOR, MY, LY, IT 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF LIBYAN MILITARY TRAINING MISSION 
REF: VALLETTA 647 

1. FONOFF OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR MALTA (TORELLA) CONFIRMED 
REPORT REFTEL OF APPARENT MINTOFF PLAN TO ACCEPT LIBYAN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL TO TRAIN PIONEER CORPS. TORELLA SAID THAT REACTION AT 
THE FARNESINA IS PRESENTLY ONE OF INTENSE CURIOSITY RATHER THAN 
ALARM. FONOFF IS PARTICULARLY INTRIGUED BY MINTOFF’S EXPLANATION 
THAT ACCEPTANCE OF LIBYAN TRAINING PERSONNEL IS LEAST MALTA CAN 
DO TO REPAY MONEY ADVANCED BY QADHAFI. TORELLA WAS NOT AWARE 
OF ANY LARGE SUMS PASSED TO MINTOFF FROM TRIPOLI RECENTLY. 

2. WHATEVER MINTOFF’S MOTIVES MAY BE, TORELLA SAID THAT MINTOFF'S 
TRACK RECORD MAKES FONOFF VERY SUSPICIOUS. HOWEVER, IF LATEST 
MINTOFF MOVE IS DESIGNED TO BRING PRESSURE ON ITALIANS, FONOFF IS 
UNAWARE WHAT TARGETS HE MAY HAVE IN MIND AS THERE ARE NOT OUT- 
STANDING REQUESTS FROM VALLETTA AT THE PRESENT TIME. CONSEQUENTLY, 
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WHILE LEARNING ALL THEY CAN IN THE MEANTIME ABOUT MINTOFF'S REAL 
INTENTIONS. 

3. ACCORDING TORELLA, MINTOFF HAS INFORMED GOI THAT HE WILL BE 
VISITING LONDON SOMETIME AFTER EASTER AND WOULD LIKE TO STOP OFF 
EN ROUTE OR ON HIS RETURN TO SEE RUMOR AND MORO. WHILE ITALIANS. 

FEARING NEW MINTOFF DEMANDS, ARE NORMALLY RELUCTANT TO SEE HIM 
EVERYTIME HE PASSES THROUGH ROME, EITHER PRIME MINISTER OR FOREIGN 
MINISTER WILL AGREE TO SEE HIM THIS TIME IN ORDER TO PROBE ON THE 
LIBYAN TRAINING PROJECT AND MAGNITUDE OF QADHAFI'S CASH OVERTURES. 

OCCASION WILL ALSO BE USED TO QUERY MINTOFF ON STATUS AND PROSPECTS 
OF MALTA-LIB Y A MERGER PROPOSAL (VALLETTA 659).VOLPE 
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